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Leading up to Christmas and the New 
Year, Marksman celebrated Celebration.  
But now, as Lent approaches, we must 
consider the other side of the coin – sin.  
For while there is much that is good and 
worthy of celebration, we are aware that 
all is not well with the world.  There is 
disorder, violence, injustice, unhappiness, 
suffering, much of which can be put down 
to the fact that we human beings have 
done wrong, gone astray.   

And so we must be honest.  We cannot 
put something right unless we recognise 
how and why it has gone wrong.  We 
cannot better ourselves unless we 
acknowledge where we have erred or 
failed.   

The word ‘sin’ may not appeal to 
everyone.  But behind it lays a whole 
range of concepts.  In the Bible, sin is 
variously conceived as immorality, 
breaking the law, doing wrong, 
disobedience and unfaithfulness.  But the 
most common idea is that of ‘missing the 
mark’: in various ways we fall short of 
what we could and should be.  We have 
not fulfilled our potential, realised our 
responsibilities, attained the standard that 
might be expected of us. 

If we ask why this might be, we might say 
that it is through laziness, ignorance, 
negligence or weakness.  But the root 
cause has to do with selfishness.  We 
tend to seek our own ends rather than 
that which might bring happiness to 
others.  We pursue the things that bring 
us satisfaction rather than the ways of 
God.   

It would be too much to claim that there 
can be no morality or capacity to do right 

without God.  Nevertheless, according to 
Christian belief, a right relationship with 
God and obedience to his will is the only 
antidote that is powerful enough to 
overcome our innate selfishness.  
Knowledge of God’s forgiveness and love 
enables us to face up to our faults and 
failings.  The pattern of life we see in 
Jesus helps us to orientate our lives 
correctly.  And by faith and prayer we 
access a power that releases us from the 
forces within and beyond ourselves that 
lead us astray. 

God’s goodness means that there is 
much in life to affirm and celebrate.  But it 
also provides a vision of what could yet 
be.  When we settle for something less, 
we betray God’s purpose and his vision 
for us.  Thinking about sin is therefore not 
a negative and depressing thing to do.  It 
is honestly to diagnose the condition we 
are in, so a remedy may be found.  It is 
not to be consumed by the worst in life, 
but to seek the best. 

             SV 



��
�

Forgiveness 
One summer, I offered to help a 
friend pick her crop of fruit when 
she had little time to do it herself.  I 
arranged a time but completely 
forgot and went off to celebrate my 
son’s graduation.  To maintain our 
relationship, she forgave me and 
the incident was forgotten. 

In a similar way, God does all he can to 
maintain relationship with us.  In Jesus he 
demonstrates and embodies his love for 
us.  And on the cross, we see Jesus 
bearing the sins of humanity and bringing 
in the new covenant of forgiveness.  In 
the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus encourages us 
to seek God’s forgiveness and, having 
received it, to share it.   

Forgiveness is motivated by love.  We 

see a picture of the merciful love 
of God, our heavenly Father, in 
the father in the parable of the 
prodigal son, who watches daily 
for his return and loves and longs 
for him, despite his desertion from 
the family home.   

God’s purpose is to redeem us 
from the burden of guilt we often feel for 
those things we have done wrong, good 
things we have omitted to do and those 
good qualities wherein we fall short.  We 
only have to say yes to God’s forgiveness 
and let go, to know peace. 

God’s love in Christ is the springboard 
which motivates us to turn from what we 
know is wrong to focus on living a better 
life.  As St. Paul wrote in Philippians Ch. 
4, “fill your minds with those things that 
are good - true, noble, right, pure and 
lovely - and the God, who gives peace, 
will be with you.” 

Pat Openshaw 
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Trespassers will be.... Forgiven
“As our Saviour taught us, so 
we pray”.  But The Lord’s 
Prayer I was taught as a child 
has, over the years, evolved 
subtly in the modern version we 
use in church today.  Among 
other changes, “Forgive us our 
trespasses” became “Forgive us our 
debts” and in the current version of our 
Common Worship service book we say 
“Forgive us our sins”. 

On the face of it, compared with 
“trespasses”, the word “sins” sounds 
much more robust and serious.  It’s like 
comparing theft or murder with taking a 
short cut across someone’s field.  But I’d 
like to put in a plea for “trespasses”.  The 
weaker word makes for the stronger 
prayer. 

Often it seems easier to make a supreme 
effort and forgive the big things, and it’s 
the smaller slights and insults and 
carelessness that really rankle and stay 
with us.  The shop door carelessly left to 

swing back on you, the driver 
cutting you up at the roundabout, 
the person treading on your foot to 
push in front getting on the bus....   

I have to confess an abiding 
memory from 1969 of a woman who 
pushed in front me in a bus queue to 
claim the one passenger space available.  
I’d been waiting for 45 minutes and still 
have to work hard at forgiving the smirk 
on her face!  

Doesn’t it make life easier for all of us if 
we make an effort to avoid these small 
trespasses – and of course forgive those 
who trespass against us? 

John Oakenfull 
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Ripley Recitals Association 

Ripley Recitals  

44th Season   Spring Series 2012 
 

Saturday 18 February at 8pm 
Mei Yi Foo - piano 

 

 ‘Musical Toys’ - programme includes     
 works by Couperin, Schumann, Debussy, 

Bartok and Gubaidulina 
 

.Saturday 17 March at 8pm 
Syrinx Flute and Harp Duo    

Holly Cook - flute Tamara Young - harp 
 

 Programme includes  
Ravi Shankar The Enchanted Dream, 
Liebermann: Sonata for flute and harp 

 Clarke: The Great Train Race 
 

 In the Music Room Ripley Arts Centre 
24 Sundridge Avenue, Bromley BR1 2PX 

  

Tickets: £10.00; children/students £6.00 
From: Christopher Town Tel: 020 8851 9116 

Email: christophertown@ntlworld.com 
 

Supported by funds provided by  Bromley Arts Council 
Ripley Recitals is a Registered Charity No 295897 
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Sin and Evil
Each time we say the Lord’s Prayer 
- the most recited Christian prayer - 
we ask God to forgive us our sins 
and to deliver us from evil.  The 
presence of these two requests 
within the prayer said every day by 
millions of Christians worldwide, 
highlights that they are an undeniable 
part of life.  To put this in context, the 
prayer also praises God, calls for the 
coming of his Kingdom, and asks for his 
blessing in providing what we need.   

Every language contains a word for ‘evil’ - 
a word that means ‘that which should not 
be’.  The Bible distinguishes between 
physical ‘evil’ such as natural 
catastrophes, and moral ‘evil’ that comes 
from the darker places of the human 
heart.  In the opening passages of the 
Bible, the description of creation repeats 
the refrain “and God saw that it was 
good” several times.  Creation is meant to 
be good, beautiful, generous and life-
giving and it often is.  Why a God who the 

Bible tells us is entirely good 
allows evil to exist in the world is a 
much asked question, to which 
there is no easy answer. 

Our human sin is an expression of 
‘moral evil.’  To sin is to behave in 
a way that is contrary to the will 

and nature of God.  It first appears in the 
Bible with the story of Adam and Eve.  
God gives them all that is good, and the 
freedom to enjoy it.  They mis-use that 
freedom to please themselves.  The 
result is that they are cast our of God’s 
presence.  This is the result of our sin 
even now.  However, we have a God who 
is merciful and never tires of forgiving us 
when we ask Him. 

Ann Richardson 
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From Saul to Paul
Stephen was one of seven 
good men, picked out by the 
Apostles to be responsible for 
sharing out the early 
Christians’ funds fairly.  He 
argued skilfully with the Jews 
to prove that Jesus was the 
Messiah. 

Naturally he made enemies among those 
who hated Jesus.  Consequently, false 
charges were invented against him and 
he was brought before the Council.  
These charges were read out – the Bible 
describes Stephen’s face as looking like 
that of an angel as he faced his accusers 
bravely.  Stephen responded by saying 
that the Jewish nation hadn’t listened to 
the leaders God had sent them; the 
culmination of this being the rejection and 
murder of God’s most important 
messenger – Jesus, His Son. 

When Stephen finally declared that he 
could see Jesus in heaven itself and He 
was standing at God’s side, it was the 
straw that broke the camel’s back.  They 
dragged Stephen outside the city and  

stoned him to death.  Before he 
lost consciousness, Stephen 
prayed, ‘Lord, please forgive 
them for this crime.’ 

Watching the death of Stephen 
was Saul, who was looking after 
the cloaks of the Council 

members involved.  He approved of what 
they were doing and later instigated a 
hunt to find the followers of Jesus – 
spreading fear and imprisoning many.  
But on a journey to Damascus, Saul had 
a life-changing experience when Jesus 
spoke to him.  Saul ended up preaching 
about Jesus in the synagogues, rather 
than arresting believers.  People were 
amazed!  Later in the Bible, we read how 
Saul’s name changed to Paul – the 
former persecutor of the Church 
becoming one of its greatest 
missionaries. 

If you’re looking for a story about sin, love 
and forgiveness, and a totally turned 
around life – how Saul became Paul is a 
great place to start. 

Julie Clayton  
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Amazing Grace
�t is difficult for us to grasp that 
industrial England in 1800 was 
built on the agonies of the 
slave trade.  The great 
shipbuilding, maritime, 
insurance and trading 
industries of Liverpool, Bristol 
and London; the manufactories and 
potteries of Staffordshire and the 
Midlands; the enormous wealth-machines 
of the Lancashire cotton mills and coal 
mines - were fuelled by slavery.  
Uprooted and transported from Africa, 
slaves worked the American cotton and 
sugar plantations it all depended on.  
Slavery was an international triangular 
trade, built on misery and degradation. 

And it was brought to an end, overturned 
in a generation, almost entirely by 
Christian efforts.  This transformation was 
the result of one of those remarkable and 
rare times when values, leadership and 
the national psyche came together.  

Christians believed they were led 
by God, guiding them in opposing 
a huge evil, strengthened by 
Christian prayer, community and 
ethics, as they battled against 
opposition, to secure abolition. 

Closer to home, there were 
remarkable individual transformations.  
John Newton, whose hymn Amazing 
Grace has become symbolic, had been a 
slave trader.  He went on to become a 
clergyman and tireless campaigner 
against the trade.  Most influential of all, 
William Wilberforce saw the crusade as 
his most important life work.  It is 
humbling to read his journals, seeking 
and praying God’s aid, believing God had 
intended him for this great cause.  It is 
inspiring to know that it was individual 
people, working together, with rock-solid 
Christian belief and principles, who 
defeated this historic evil. 

Christina Parry 
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Resolving to be Better 
My resolution this year is to be more 
patient and to hold my temper.  All too 
often I find myself getting upset about … 
well, you know... the train being delayed; 
not being able to park; not having enough 
change; being crammed on the tube like 
a sardine... the list could go on and on...  
But when I see these things written in 
black and white, I realise that really these 
are small things.  Yes, they can have a 
big impact on my day – I will be late for 
work, and in the current climate there is 
even more pressure to get in early and to 
stay late.  And yes, the train being 
delayed might mean being late to pick up 
the kids.  But you know what?  Generally 
I can make the time up.  And in the big 
scheme, these things don’t really matter.   

Over Christmas I read about the parents 
of Jimmy Mizen.  He was the young man, 
you may remember, who was killed in an 
unprovoked attack outside a bakery in 
Lee in 2008.  Here were a couple who 
had much to be angry about.  But they 
say they have forgiven Jimmy’s assailant.  
And they are now working tirelessly in 

their son’s memory and have set up a 
Foundation in his name to reach out to 
young people, to support them and to 
help them to deal with anger and 
aggression.  Barry and Margaret Mizen 
are truly inspirational people and their 
response to a terrible tragedy is very 
moving and humbling.  

So, when the world is not always an easy 
place for us to be, I for one, resolve to 
smile a little more, bite my tongue and 
remember these words from The Bible.  

“Be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just as God 
in Christ has forgiven you.” Eph 4:32 

http://www.familiesutd.com/tag/jimmy-
mizen 

Louise Brice
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Restoration
You may soon be reading a copy  
of the Marksman that has 
been collated and stapled by a 
young person who is 
undertaking a reparation 
placement in the community.   

Bromley’s Youth Offending 
Team (YOT), which is based on Mason’s 
Hill, just around the corner from the 
church, operates a mentored scheme 
through which young offenders give 
something back to the community while 
they are helped to understand the causes 
and effects on the victims of their 
offences and are supported in addressing 
their behaviour patterns.  The reparation 
placements are diverse and may include 

work at a charity shop, elderly 
day centre, library, church or 
other community organisation.  

The YOT is made up of 
representatives from the Police, 
Probation Service and Social 
Services as well as Bromley’s 

Health, Education, Drugs and Alcohol 
Misuse and Housing departments and 
adopts a multi-agency approach to its 
work with young offenders.  This is 
important because the impact of crime 
stretches beyond the initial offence and 
requires that all aspects of a young 
person’s life are supported, and where 
necessary, challenged, to prevent a 
recurring pattern of behaviour.   

St Mark’s has been pleased to be able to 
facilitate a number of reparation 
placements over the past couple of years 
and we hope the Marksman project will 
soon be up and running.    

Steve Varney
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The Salvation Army
The Salvation Army came out of 
William and Catherine Booth’s 
passion to reach out to those 
who were outside the Church’s 
orbit.  A Methodist minister, 
Booth had been allowed to absent 
himself from Circuit work in order to lead 
evangelical campaigns and in time asked 
that this could be his full time occupation.  
It was refused.  He therefore resigned to 
become an independent revivalist.  This 
was in the early 1860s.  On return to 
London he was asked to take part in a 
mission to the East End of London and 
subsequently launched the East London 
Christian Mission in 1865, which on 
expansion to Croydon became the 
Christian Mission and in 1878, The 
Salvation Army.  In 1886 it was finally 
established in Bromley.  The Army’s 
growth was phenomenal in the early 
years and eventually it settled into a 
denominational structure and is now in 
124 countries and church home to near 
enough two million people – three 
hundred of them living in Bromley. 

From the beginning, William Booth 
acknowledged the social needs of those 
he tried to reach.  The East End was a 
place of depravity and tremendous need 
and so mission halls also became soup 
kitchens and cheap food depots.  Early 
on a work began for prisoners and sex 
workers.  It was however ‘Maiden Tribute’ 
which finally launched the Army’s social 
work in ways we can identify today.  A girl 
lured to London on the promise of 
domestic work found herself 
compromised but managed to escape.  
Having nowhere to go, she remembered 

visiting The Salvation Army in her 
home town and so found the 
Headquarters.  There she told 
her story.  In partnership with the 
editor of the Pall Mall Gazette, 

the Army proved it was possible to buy 
and traffic young girls for sex.  When their 
findings were published it caused a 
tremendous scandal and Bramwell Booth 
and W.T.Stead, the editor, found 
themselves in the Old Bailey!  The Army 
raised a massive petition, eventually 
delivered to the House of Commons, 
asking for the protection of girls and for 
the Age of Consent to be.  In 1890 
William Booth wrote ‘In Darkest England 
and the Way Out’, a massive social 
blueprint for social regeneration.  

Major Brian Slinn 
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Ravensbourne Avenue, Shortlands. 

Long established (1894) family Golf Club 

is currently seeking Men, Ladies  
and Juniors, in a drive to expand  

its membership base. 

Monthly Medals,  
Honour Board Competitions.  

Excellent social events calendar. 

"A garden oasis in suburbia" 

Contact Peter May on 020 8460 8828  
or Ken Murray on 020 8460 2471/8828 

Christian Aid and Trade Justice 
Tax Haven Secrecy – keeping the Poor poor

 “There’s a building in 
the Cayman Islands 
that houses 

supposedly 12,000 US corporations.  
That’s either the biggest building in the 
world or the biggest tax scam in the 
world.”  Barack Obama, US President 

US$160bn is what developing countries 
are thought to be losing from tax dodging 
every year.  Imagine the difference such 
a sum would make to the fight against 
world poverty: to health, education, 
sanitation, clean water and other services 
in the world’s poorest countries.   

Christian Aid’s ‘Trace the Tax’ 
campaign  seeks to challenge the 
financial secrecy that is preventing poor 
countries from collecting the taxes they 
are due.  Tax haven secrecy lies at the 
root of the problem.  More than half the 
world’s trade – at least on paper – passes 
through tax havens.  Tax havens are 

located in Europe, including Switzerland, 
and Luxembourg; in Britain’s former 
empire, including Cayman Islands, and 
the Bahamas; also in countries in the US 
zone of influence, and certain US states 
such as Delaware and Florida. 

Specific measures that would help end 
tax haven secrecy: 

·  A multilateral agreement requiring tax 
authorities to exchange information 
about the assets of companies and 
individuals in their jurisdictions. 

·  A new international accounting 
standard requiring multi-national 
companies to report on their profits 
made and taxes paid in every. 

Please show your support for the 
campaign and send a message to G20 
world leaders at: endtaxhavensecrecy.org 

David Rowedder 
Bromley Christian Aid Organiser 
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Y O G A 
strengthening……stretching 

breathing……relaxation 
 

Tuesday Mornings 10.00 – 11.45 
Friday Evenings 7.00 – 8.45 

 

St Mark’s Church Room,  
Westmoreland Road, Bromley South 

 

£7.00 per class 
 

For more information, details of other classes, 
including Yoga during Pregnancy 

Contact Zoe Knott: 020 8464 1553  
zoeknott@tiscali.co.uk 
British Wheel of Yoga 

Charity of the Month 
SHINE literally stands for Spina 
bifida, Hydrocephalus, 
Information, Networking, and 
Equality and, until October this 
year, was known as ASBAH (the 
Association for Spina Bifida and 
Hydrocephalus).  Shine  was 
initially formed in 1966 and is 
now the largest organisation in the UK 
dedicated to supporting individuals and 
families facing the challenges arising 
from spina bifida and hydrocephalus.  
Patrons of Shine  include David Proud, 
the actor with spina bifida who starred in 
Eastenders, and former England 
footballer Danny Mills who lost a baby 
son to spina bifida.  

As the charity rebranded this year, Chief 
Executive Jackie Bland said: “The issues 
we deal with have struggled to achieve a 
real place in people’s minds, despite the 
fact that spina bifida is something for 
which nearly every pregnant woman 
undergoes a scan.  We are confident that 

our new approach will bring a 
higher profile and more benefits 
for the babies, children and adults 
we support day-to-day.” 

Shine  was nominated to receive 
support from St Mark’s by Alison 
and Paul Harrington.  They have 

two daughters, Erin Mae aged 6, and a 
pupil at St Mark’s School, and Beth Rose 
aged 2.  In 2008 a pregnancy scan at 24 
weeks revealed that their baby son was 
extremely poorly due to severe spina 
bifida and hydrocephalus and they were 
supported to make a devastating decision 
to end the pregnancy.  Their son Luke 
James Harrington was stillborn on 5th 
February 2008 and, together with their 
family and friends, they have since raised 
over £2000 to help ASBAH (now Shine) 
support other children, young people and 
their families who live with the condition.  

Find out more in church on February 12 
or visit www.shinecharity.org.uk 
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What’s On? 
The Psalms.  Our learning focus for 2012 
at St Mark’s will be on the psalms, 
especially how we can apply them and 
use them in all their variety as a model for 
our own faith and prayer.  During Lent 
there will be a sermon series on the 
different ways the psalms have been 
used in the Jewish and Christian 
traditions, which will be followed up by a 
house group study programme through 
the rest of the year.  Look out for further 
details in the church notices. 

Lunch Club - 2.00noon-1.30pm on 1st 
February and every Wednesday in the 
Church Room.  Open to all.  The spring 
programme is posted on the notice board 
at the back of the church and includes 
talks on Edith Cavell, Gruyere Cheese, 
WW2 and London transport, plus various 
entertainments.  

Lion Cubs - for babies, toddlers and 
those who care for them.  2nd February 
and every Thursday from 9.45-11.30am 
in the Church Room.  Contact: Georgia 
Collins on 020 8464 8669. 

Markz Youth Club - 6.30-8.30pm on 
Sunday evenings, 5th & 19th February 
and 4th & 18th March (Dates subject to 
confirmation).  Year 7s and above are 
welcome.   

Men’s Group - from 9.00pm at the 
Bricklayers Arms pub, on Wednesdays 
8th February and 14th March, for 
friendship, beer and topical discussion. 

Charity talk  - 10.00am, Sunday 12th 
February, on behalf of Shine, our Charity 
of the Month.  See p.11. 

Ash Wednesday - Wednesday 22nd 
February.  8.00pm Eucharist of penitence 
with the imposition of ashes. 

Parade Service - 10.00am, Sunday 4th 
March, with the 1st Bromley (St Mark’s) 
Brownies and the 3rd Bromley Scouts, 
Cubs and Beavers.  All welcome. 

Joint Evensong - 6.00pm, Sunday 4th 
March, with St Mark’s School Primary 
School joining the church choir for a 
special sung service. 

Mothering Sunday - Sunday 18th March 
at 11.30am, a special service celebrating 
Mums, for children and all the family. 

Laying on of hands for healing - Sunday 
25th March, during the 10.00am service.   

St Marks & Keston Players Spring 
production - 7.45pm, 29th-31st March at 
Keston Village Hall.  We’ll Always Have 
Paris by Jill Hyem.  Tickets from the Box 
Office on 020 8462 4086.  

����	�
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Baptisms  
11 Dec          Mathilde Catherine May Leite 

Alfie Graham Ezequil Leite 
We welcome them into the Lord's family 

Funeral 
Kenneth Frank Prynn   d.1 Jan 

Rest eternal grant him, O Lord 

Remember: if you live in the parish you are 
entitled to be married at St Mark’s, and we 
are always pleased to respond to requests 
from parishioners for baptism or funeral 
ministry.  Ring the Vicar on 020 8460 6220. 

A large print version of the 
Marksman can be made available 
on request. Ring 020 8460 6220 

Readers are advised that St Mark’s cannot 
vouch for any organisation or individual 
advertising in the pages of Marksman 
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Who’s Who at St Mark’s 
St Mark’s Web site        www.stmarksbromley.co.uk 
Vicar      The Revd Stephen Varney 

St Mark’s Vicarage, 51 Hayes Road      020 8460 6220 

Curate    The Revd Ann Richardson 

     25 Matfield Close    020 8325 0282 

Churchwardens       Sarah Peirce               020 8464 9290 

Elaine Morrison            020 8290 5339 

Treasurer                              David Lomas                 020 8402 6078 
PCC Secretary            Jeanette Jones    020 8464 6001 
Licensed Reader         Carol Robins             01689 832833 
Pastoral Assistants       Cicely Gleave           020 8460 5057 

Maureen Mattison                        020 8464 1288 
Choirmaster                          Andrew Wilson (A Cert CM)             020 8289 9103 
Organist   John Eagles          020 8657 6312 
St Mark’s Lion Cubs   Georgia Collins                   020 8464 8669 
Sunday School    Maureen Mattison         020 8464 1288 
Markz Youth Club               Ann Richardson         020 8325 0282    
Wednesday Lunch Club    Cicely Gleave              020 8460 5057 
Church Room Bookings       Pat Openshaw    020 8460 1211 
Marksman Advertising        Graham Williams         020 8466 5347  
 

Coming Services at St Mark’s 

8am Sundays   Holy Communion (BCP)   11am Wednesdays   Holy Communion

February 

Sunday 5th 3 before Lent 
10.00am  Family Eucharist 
  6.00pm  Choral Evensong  

Sunday 12th 2 before Lent 
10.00am  Parish Eucharist & Sun.School 
  6.30pm  Evening Prayer  

Sunday 19th Next before Lent 
10.00am  Parish Eucharist & Sun.School 
  6.30pm  Evening Prayer 

Weds 22nd Ash Wednesday 
 8.00pm  Eucharist of Penitence 

Sunday 26th Lent 1 
10.00am  Parish Eucharist & Sun.School 
  6.30pm  Choral Evensong  

March 

Sunday 4th Lent 2 
10.00am  Parade Service 
  6.00pm  Evensong with School Choir  

Sunday 11th Lent 3 
10.00am  Parish Eucharist & Sun.School 
  6.30pm  Evening Prayer  

Sunday 18th     Lent 4 
10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
11.30am  Childrens Service 
  6.30pm  Evening Prayer  

Sunday 25th Lent 5 
10.00am  Parish Eucharist & Sun.School  
  6.30pm  Sung Evenson
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