Having saved up for six years to find the
17 shillings required, Mary Jones - who
was 16 at the time - set out barefooted to
walk the 25 miles across the Welsh hills
to Bala and the home of the Rev'd
Thomas Charles, from whom she hoped
to buy...a Bible. The year was 1800.

Stories similar to that of Mary Jones - of
people going to great lengths to access
the Bible - come from very many
countries in our world today. How
different it is in Britain! A 2009 survey
revealed that 71% of 18-34 year olds and
59% of over 35s never read the Bible.
Fewer than 1 in 10 read the Bible more
than once a month.

Is this because we are no longer a
reading society? Hardly. A record
number of books - 133,000 - were
published in Britain last year. Anyway,
nowadays the Bible comes in every easy-
access format you can think of: audio
tapes, cartoon versions, text form, and so
on. Nor is that people aren’t interested in
religious topics. Subjects such as

Ca er & Decorator
pe riexing

Dennis Treloar

(22 Wickham Avenue Craydon Surrey CRO 8TY

“heaven”, “prayer” and “miracle” regularly
feature among the top subjects searched
for on the Internet.

| suspect it is that people have been put
off by the heavy-handed approach of
those who use the Bible to endorse their
own particular viewpoint, often insisting
on dogmatic and literalistic ways of
reading it. But the Bible is not a history
book, a directory of doctrines or a manual
for living, it is something much more
exciting and creative.

In the pages of the Bible we meet those
who have, in various ways, encountered
God (and the absence of God). We listen
in as, in story, prayer and proverb, they
seek to make sense of their experiences
and interpret the turbulent history of their
people. And so find a resource through
which we might reflect upon our own life,
beliefs and commitments and, in so
doing, discover the reality of God
impinging upon us in new ways. In this
way, the Bible - and the God revealed in
its pages - is something to be engaged
with, thought about, meditated upon -
rather like a dialogue with a person.

To illustrate the way in which the God of
the Bible has impacted upon people in
their life and faith, Marksman asked eight
members of St Mark’s to write about their
favourite Bible character, or a passage or
biblical theme that has played a part in
shaping their faith or directing and
strengthening their lives in some way.
The results are very varied, but that is
partly the point. The Bible embraces
many styles of literature, historical
periods, life experiences and perceptions
of God. So there is something for
everyone. Why don’t you give it a try?



The Lord is My Shepherd

The Bible passages which speak
to me the most directly are those
which reveal our great, all
powerful Creator and Redeemer
God as the God of the individual
person, who loves each and
every one of us, who knows our
names, who forgives our sins and
who calls us his own.

“Do not fear, for | have redeemed you,;

| have called you by name, you are

mine.” (Isaiah 43:1)

This is the response of God to a people,
who by their constant disobedience have
forfeited all right to his care. Yetin all
their sufferings, he is beside them. He
will forgive them because he loves them.
At a personal level, in all my human
weakness, when all else seems to have
failed, God is there for me. He will not fail
me even when | have kept him at a
distance or turned away from him.

In the Gospels, the theme of the forgiving
Father loving the more fragile of his
children is picked up in the parable of the
Prodigal Son, where a father had two
sons (Luke 15:11-32). One son stayed at
home and was obedient, the other took
his inheritance, went away and wasted it
on dissolute living. Impoverished and
broken in spirit, the second son returned
home repentant. Much to the righteous
son’s indignation, the father forgave the
Prodigal and rejoiced at the return of the
one who “was lost and has been found.”

In the Gospel of Matthew (18:12-14), the
one who is lost and then found is the lost
sheep. The loving shepherd leaves the
ninety-nine and goes in search of the one
who has gone astray. The shepherd’s
concern is for the one who needs to be

brought back into the fold. A
good shepherd goes to those
who are lost. In the Gospel of
John, Jesus states, “| am the
good shepherd, | know my own
and my own know me” (John
10:14).

This is each and every one of us,
God’s own, known by name and enfolded
in his gracious love.
“...you are precious in my sight and
honoured, and | love you.” (Isaiah
43:4).
Maureen Mattison
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Seek ye first the kingdom of God

One of the biggest and most
disturbing changes | have
observed in myself over recent
years is a growing tendency to
worry about things, even the
small details, in my life. Whenever | have
an honest enough moment to realise this,
| try to remember one of my favourite
Bible passages: Jesus’ words in Matthew
6, verses 25-34, where He tells us not to
worry about tomorrow, about what we will
eat, drink or wear, but instead to have
faith in God and seek His kingdom.

These words help me turn my mind back
to some really important things: the gift of
life itself, trust and faith. | often spend so
much time thinking and worrying about
the future that | am blind to the present,
the moment itself that deserves my full
attention and gratitude for just existing in
God's world; something that is especially
wonderful at this time of year when new
life is blossoming all around us.

| should trust and have faith in God to
look out for me and provide me with the
necessities of life, especially in our
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affluent society. Isn’t the food |
need from God much more
something to help me renew my
capacity for kindness, friendship
and love? Luckily none of us
really need to worry about having enough
food to sustain our bodies, but God
remains by far the biggest source of food
for our souls.

Verse 28 has a special place in my heart
because of the beauty and poetry of the
picture of “the lilies of the field“. But it
also contains a very timely message: is it
really important whether our clothes are
the latest designer items or bought from a
cheap store as long as we feel
comfortable in them? 1 think many of us
spend too much time worrying about our
appearances and the opinions of others.
Jesus was a great example of someone
who didn’t worry about tomorrow, but put
His trust in His Father and lived every
moment of his life not for the approval of
those around Him but by His own beliefs.

Steffan Loges

N. C. POLISHING

FRENCH POLISHING AND
WOOD FINISHING SPECIALIST

ANTIQUE/MODERN FURNITURE
REPAIR AND RESTORATION

Furniture repaired at your home

Interior work also undertaken -
staircases, doors, etc

Tel: 01474 333209
Mobile: 07971 794112




He was faithful in all God’s house

The Bible is crammed full of
inspirational characters and

passages of prose of which |

have no particular favourite.

For much of my life | have

been influenced by

contemporary role models,

especially my High School

headmaster (a fierce disciplinarian), my
mother and my wife - both of remarkable
fortitude, patience and high morals - of
whom | could never match. However,
being pressed for a biblical role model,
my first choice goes back to the early Old
Testament with the life of Moses. You
can read about him the Book of Exodus.

Moses had the good fortune of a
dedicated, loving mother to thank for his
early survival. He matured to accept
leadership and responsibilities with
wisdom and grace. Though I did not
seek such positions in my professional
career or at leisure, | have been able to
take them as a part of life to the best of
my ability. Always happy to captain any
team, whatever the game or sport, and to
lead professional colleagues as
necessary.

Moses had great faith and
belief in God; he needed to
under the situations he faced. |
can justifiably say that when
you know God is on your side,
you can face all manner of
situations with more certainty
than being alone. We need
that belief.

Another characteristic of Moses which
appeals to me concerns his developing
wisdom with age. | have the greatest
respect for young people; but they will
learn that wisdom is not easily achieved
and it takes a long time to grow with you.
Moses’ responsibilities simply increased
over time, but he had the good sense to
delegate the smaller things, to
concentrate on the most important so that
he could continue to cope. It took me a
long time to learn this kind of wisdom
(abetted by much family advice).

If I lived to the age of Methusala | would
never come anywhere near the qualities
that Moses showed in his life; but | have
good role model to follow to keep on
trying.

John Ramwell




He has looked with favour
on his lowly servant

The narrative of Hannah and
the birth of Samuel has had
great significance to me in my
recent life. It can be found in
the first book of Samuel,
chapter one.

Like Hannah, I tried for children for
several years without success. Unlike
Hannah, | didn’t have to endure the
torment and humiliation that she did, but |
still knew all about her sadness. It
seemed that all my friends were having
children with the ease and speed of
falling off a log, and all the mothers at
church seemed perpetually pregnant.
Like Hannah, | became very focussed on
my own disappointment, blaming myself
when in fact there was no scientific
reason why | wasn't getting pregnant, as
various tests proved.

One day | came across the story of
Hannah, and it immediately rang a bell. |
was struck by the amount that she
continued to pray, in spite of her
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For more information, details of other classes,
including Yoga during Pregnancy
Contact Zoe Knott: 020 8464 1553
zoeknott@tiscali.co.uk

British Wheel of Yoga

continued disappointment. She

to the service of God for his whole

life. 1, on the other hand, had

become rather disenchanted and
hadn’t had much to say to God for a long
while. | decided to pray a bit harder,
inspired by Hannah.

\\V)’@ iﬂ promised God that if He granted
9 = \S} her a son, she would dedicate him
\Rj?/‘ﬂ

N

Hannah fell pregnant after talking with Eli
in the temple, and the Bible specifically
says that God answered her prayer. She
had a boy and named him Samuel, which
means “asked of God”. | vowed that if |
was lucky enough for the same thing to
happen to me, my son would also be
named Samuel, and he would be
christened at St Mark’s.

In fact, not only did | eventually fall
pregnant, but | had twin boys. One was
named Samuel, as planned, the other
Alexander. Both were very much ‘asked
of God’!

Olivia Fawkes
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And the greatest is Love

When | was asked to write about

my favourite Bible reading, |
immediately knew what it was.

St Paul’'s First Letter to the
Corinthians, Chapter 13, is the

one my husband picked for our
wedding. In this chapter Paul is
reminding the Corinthians what love
means after, it would seem, they had
forgotten.

I’m sure many of you already know this
reading even if you think you don’t. The
chances are that if you were married in a
church you probably picked it yourself.
According to the Church of England’s
website, it is the most popular wedding
reading.

| have to admit that my favourite part of

the reading is verses 4 — 7:

“Love is patient and kind. Love is

not jealous, it does not boast, and

Is not proud. Love is not rude, is

not selfish and does not become

angry easily. Love does not
remember wrongs done against it. Love
is not happy with evil, but is happy with
the truth. Love patiently accepts all
things. It always trusts, always hopes
and always continues strong.”

I know it’s not an original reading to pick
but, it was chosen by my husband to
represent our love for each other on our
wedding day and for that reason it is my
favourite reading. Anyway all those other
people can’t be wrong!

Georgia Collins
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Just as | am, without one plea

On Palm Sunday, St Mark’s Choir
performed a very moving and
professional recital of J.H.Maunder’s
“Olivet to Calvary”, which depicts the last
week of Jesus’ life. One of the hymns
sung in the piece is “Just as | am”.

Just as | am, without one plea

But that thy blood was shed for me,

and that thou bidd’st me come to thee,

O Lamb of God, | come.

During that hymn, | decided that it would
be the piece of sacred text | would write
about for this article. It is expressive of
Christ’s main teaching, it has marvellous
music set to it, and after we had sung it, |
took time to really think about the themes
of the hymn.

| think that the themes of the hymn can
be summed up like this. If you live in
Jesus’ example and have continuous
faith in God, through the good and bad
experiences that life can bring, then you
will be welcomed into heaven and be
granted everlasting life. For me, this
means that it doesn’t matter what race

you are, what gender you are, what
sexuality you are, or even what hair
colour you have; if you have faith God will
accept you. He is omni-benevolent, and
doesn’t discriminate against anyone. |
can be who | am without being ashamed
and still be accepted by God because |
have faith...

Just as | am, poor, wretched, blind;

Sight, riches, healing of the mind,

Yea all | need, in thee to find,

O Lamb of God, | come.

| think that is a comforting thought to
have; | know that it is true and it makes
me feel content when | am troubled.

Sarah Cooper (Year 10)
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The wrath of God the Almighty

For me the Book of Revelation

stands out from other books of

the Bible. The rest of the New
Testament is about how Jesus

and God love us. This book is

very different because it tells us

of God’s wrath against

humanity. This makes an impact on us
because we see the power of God to
punish us in the end. John saw this in a
dream.

Just after it was recorded many people
thought that it was about how the Roman
Empire was going to end. But | think that
it is about the apocalypse and the end of
the world. It defines what we should
never do. This is very much like the
Gothic genre of novels (things like
Frankenstein and Dracula) because it

contains horrific supernatural
elements and terrifying monsters.

Also, this type of writing was very

popular in some Jewish circles

like the Essenes of Qumran two

centuries before Jesus. Visions
of Ezekiel and Zechariah started this type
of literature and Daniel also prophesied
about the apocalypse. It prophesied how
the world will end. Some of the same
images are in Daniel and in Revelation.
But it may not necessarily all be literally
true.

Revelation has made an impact on my
life because it shows the wrath of God
and his sheer power, and it seems to
contradict God as all-loving. It tells us
what God can do. How God can come
forth with the angels and destroy whole
cities and the geography of the world. It
backs up evidence of God’s power as in
Exodus - the parting of the Red Sea;
Genesis - the creation of the world/the
flood; John - the raising of Lazarus; Luke
- the feeding of the five thousand;
Matthew - the healing of the paralytic
person; and Mark - the healing of the
possessed man. These are miracles
performed by others, like Moses or
Jesus, but God gave them the power to
doit. Itis the same in Revelation. God
uses his power to send the plagues; to kill
the dragon and to summon up Hades and
the ‘spirits’ from the seven scrolls and the
seven trumpets.

Some of the natural disasters that have
been happening recently, earthquakes,
tsunamis and volcanoes erupting sound
like what was prophesied in the Book of
Revelation.

Thomas Corley (Year 9)



Man with an enquiring spirit

The Bible passage | find meaningful is
the night-time meeting between Jesus
and Nicodemus - the Jewish Pharisee
and a full member of the Jewish religious
establishment (John Chapter 3).

Nicodemus was a member of a religious
class whose duty was to strictly uphold
Jewish law and make sure that the rest of
Jewish society did the same. He was
someone who had the most to lose and
the most to gain by the ‘New Order’ and
new Kingdom that Jesus was ushering in.
Most of Nicodemus’s Pharisee
colleagues only saw the losses and
persecuted Jesus and his followers.

Nicodemus was different and was
searching for answers. It was through his
guestioning of Jesus, that Jesus gave

some of the most important and
enlightening statements about how he
was a part of God’s plan to save
mankind. Nicodemus was open to the
teachings of Jesus and despite his
spiritually rigid background was clearly a
man of great bravery and open-ness.

| know that like the Pharisees, | can have
a tendency to cling to established
certainties, and | am sure | would not
have had Nicodemus’s gift of
understanding. However | do see that
Nicodemus shows that when faced with
change and uncertainty, a little of his
bravery and willingness to look at things
anew might be the correct way forward.

Dr Philip Hood




Malta remembered

In the last issue of Marksman

Christina Parry wrote about her

recent visit to Malta and the festival

in Malta to commemorate the day

in February AD60 when the ship

taking St Paul back to Rome was
wrecked on the island that is
appropriately enough given the name ‘St
Paul’s Island'.

But Malta has had a long story of conflict
and invasion. And indeed its most recent
history is the most intense. Between
1940 and 1942, the German Luftwaffe
made three attempts to subdue the
island. For the local population and our
defending troops, food, military supplies
and equipment were brought in by
convoy, escorted by Royal Naval ships.
Most difficult was the task of bringing in
petrol, without which our defending
Hurricane and Spitfire aircraft could not
play their part.

These were very hard-fought campaigns
and it was only after the Allies had won
the war in Libya and Tunisia that Malta
could move to an offensive action. For
the invasion of Sicily in July 1943, no
fewer than 23 Fighter Squadrons,
including my own, were engaged! These
were lands where the Allied Forces would
be attacking the soft underbelly of the
Mediterranean. But it was not all ‘easy
work’. The islands off the south coast of
Asia Minor remained strongly held by the
Germans - something we would find to
our cost at Rhodes and Kos.

During our six- week stay in Malta there
was time to visit the island’s historic sites
and take some leisure activity - for
example, swimming in Kalafrana Bay the
Y mile out to the hulk of SS Breconshire.
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A vessel in a 1942 convoy, she had
been beached there. To lie on her
rusting decks was pleasant indeed.

Malta has now become very much

a leisure destination. One of the
hotels in St Paul's Bay will be the place
where a group of us WW2 veterans will
be able to enjoy the benefits of a ‘Heroes
Return’ stay. This is in large part paid for
by the Big Lottery Fund. It will be an
opportunity to meet and remember our
time there in the summer of 1943.

But the Mediterranean remains very
much the place where St Paul and his
young followers would stay. His three
missionary journeys would take place in
the lands of Asia Minor and Macedonia,
while it was Sicily and the one-year
diversion to Malta that made for his last
voyage. And in the development today of
the beach resorts along the coast, and of
gulet sailing holidays, one is looking back
in travel of a kind that would in part
resemble the travel mode of St Paul.

Much nearer home we have the
opportunity to visit St Paul's Cathedral
and to remember how in 1940 the
cathedral came close to destruction and,
remembering the enjoyment of our own
choir, to listen to the choir of St Paul’s at
Choral Evensong, 5.00pm Tuesday to
Saturday.

Rodney Scrase (former Spitfire pilot)

St Mark’s Church Room is available for
hire. Ring Pat on 020 8460 1211
for rates and availability.
We can also make our church available
for larger events, concerts, recitals, etc.
Ring Andrew on 020 8289 9103.




Charity of the Month

Our charity for June/July is the Special Olympics — Alpine Skiing

Special Olympics is part of the

Olympic family, concentrating

on community sport at every

level for people with learning

and mental disabilities. Unlike

the Olympic Games and the

Paralympics (which is for elite physically
disabled athletes), Special Olympics is an
on-going sporting programme.

Special Olympics is founded on the belief
that people with learning

disabilities can, with proper

instruction and encouragement,

learn, enjoy and benefit from

sport. We offer year-round, one to

one sports training and

competition for people in age from

8 — 80, from different walks of life, who
have conditions like Aspergers, autism,
Downs Syndrome, Catatonia, and such
like.

The value of sport lies in its ability to instil
confidence and self-belief. Special
Olympics is the gateway for many to
personal development and
empowerment. Our residential trips offer
some separated families a chance to
come together and for others an
opportunity for them to gain some
personal respite.

Over the last 6 years | have pulled
together a group of highly motivated
volunteer special Alpine Ski coaches
who give their personal time and effort to
work alongside the 23 other volunteer
helpers.

We urgently need funds to move our
whole programme forward to purchase
and maintain specially adapted
equipment and for facility hire. Without
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these funds we risk losing
access to a window of
opportunity in the athletes’
lives.

Forgive me for being
passionate about our athletes
and their future potential, but when you
see their smiles, their pride and that of
their parents and siblings, it is truly
touching. Inclusion, gives these families
a voice here in the group and in
the community.

Our athletes never complain. They

always do their best and never

give up. Our oath is “Let me win,

but if | cannot win, let me be brave
in the attempt.”

Thank for your caring hearts and helping
to provide on-going provision for these
valued and Special members of the
community, who might otherwise go
unseen or unheard!

William de Vanney , Head Coach
Great Britain Alpine Ski Team

Shortlands Golf Club

Ravensbourne Avenue, Shortlands
Long established (1894) family Golf Clu

Is currently seeking Men, Ladies
and Juniors, in a drive to expand
its membership base.

Monthly Medals,
Honour Board Competitions.
Excellent social events calendar.

(=)

"A garden oasis in suburbia”

Contact Peter May on 020 8460 8828
or Ken Murray on 020 8460 2471/8828




What's On?

Probing Paul: a biblical study of the
Apostle and his Christianity, with the
Vicar. 8.00-9.30pm on four consecutive
Monday evenings, beginning on 7th June,
in St Mark’s Lady Chapel.

Markz Youth Club - 6.30-8.30pm on
Sunday evenings, 6th & 13th June and
4th & 18th July (trip to Camber Sands).
Year 7s and above are welcome.

Men’s Group - from 9.00pm at the
Bricklayers Arms pub, on Wednesdays
9th June and 14th July, for friendship,
beer and topical discussion.

Breakfast Café - Sunday 13th June,
8.30-9.45am, with St Mark’s Youth Club
raising funds for the club and for charity -
light breakfast (waffle) £2.50; full English
£5. Ring 8464 7187 to book.

SoulSearchers - food and open
discussion at 7.30pm on Tuesday 15th
June and 20th July. See the church
notices for subjects and venues.

Southwark Cathedral: St Mark’s Choir
sing Evensong at 4.00pm on Saturday
19th June. Ring Andrew (8289 9130) if
you would like to accompany the choir.

Children’s Service - 11.30am, Sunday
20th June, celebrating Father’s Day.

St Mark’s Church & School

Summer Fair

Saturday 26th June
11.00am — 1.30pm
in the School grounds

stalls and games, bouncy castle,
Prize Draw, barbecue, refreshments
and all the fun of the Fair!

Baptisms
18 April Oliver Sonny Thomas McArdle
Michael Charles William Seymour
16 May Annabel Violet Grace Innes

We welcome them into the Lord's family

Confirmed on Sunday 16th May, by Rt.
Rev'd. Brian Castle, Bishop of Tonbridge
Louise Brice, Christopher Jones,
Mark Rudman, Elsa Scarff

May the Spirit live and grow in them
Funerals
Garry Brian Packer d.18 March
Rest eternal grant him, O Lord

Take Back Control

Bromley GAP Counselling

Service
Fully qualified counsellors specialising
in
alcohol misuse

We believe that counseling is effective
because it enables you to explore,
helps you to understand
and empowers you to change.

07884 315045

www.bromleygap.alcohol.counselling.co.uk

John Linton

Reg. Dental Technician

Emergency Dental Repairs
Teeth Added to Dentures
New Sets Made

Free Parking Easy Access

Phone: 020 8462 1541
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St Mark’s Web site
Vicar
Churchwardens

Treasurer

PCC Secretary
Licensed Reader
Pastoral Assistants

Choirmaster
Organist

St Mark’s Lion Cubs
Sunday School
Markz Youth Club

Wednesday Lunch Club
SoulSearchers

Care Group

Men’s Group

Church Room Bookings
Marksman Advertising

Who's Who at St Mark’s

www.stmarksbromley.co.uk

The Rev'd Stephen Varney
St Mark’s Vicarage, 51 Hayes Road
Deborah Kenny

Elaine Morrison

David Lomas

Jeanette Jones

Carol Robins

Cicely Gleave

Maureen Mattison

Andrew Wilson (A Cert CM)
Pamela Vaughn

Georgia Collins

Maureen Mattison

lain Kenny

Russell Sinclair

Cicely Gleave

Andrew Low

Pam Prisley

Gary Clayton

Pat Openshaw

Graham Williams

020 8460 6220
020 8464 7187
020 8290 5339
020 8402 6078
020 8464 6001
01689 832833
020 8460 5057
020 8464 1288
020 8289 9103
020 8651 4547
020 8464 8669
020 8464 1288
020 8464 7187
020 8313 0704
020 8460 5057
020 8290 5662
020 8777 7654
020 8464 3821
020 8460 1211
020 8466 5347

Coming Services at St Mark'’s

8am Sundays Holy Communion (BCP) 1lam Wednesdays Holy Communion

June July
Sunday 6th Trinity 1 Sunday 4th Trinity 5

10.00am Family Eucharist
6.30pm Sung Evensong

Sunday 13th  Trinity 2
10.00am Parish Eucharist & Sun.School
6.30pm Evening Prayer

Sunday 20th  Trinity 3
10.00am Parish Eucharist & Sun.School
11.30am Childrens Service

6.30pm Evening Prayer

Sunday 27th  Trinity 4
10.00am Parish Eucharist & Sun.School
6.30pm Choral Evensong

10.00am Family Eucharist
6.30pm Sung Evensong

Sunday 11th  Trinity 6
10.00am Parish Eucharist
6.30pm Evening Prayer

Sunday 18th  Trinity 7
10.00am Parish Eucharist & Sun.School
6.30pm Evening Prayer

Sunday 25th St James’ Day
10.00am Parish Eucharist
6.30pm Choral Evensong
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